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Welcome, NABE and Highlands Students! 
February 2017 school year has arrived. Our school year is moving  
swiftly. Before we know It March will be here and we will have  
Spring Break. Wow!  Where is this time going? 
February is always a fun month because we have African American Heritage,100 Days of School, 
Valentine’s Day, and the Birthday of Abraham Lincoln. My 3rd grade DLE students have published a PBL 
book to culminate the Project Based Learning activities they did in Social Studies and Science. I invite you 
to come see a copy of their book in room 205.  Congrats to all of them on all the hard work with writing.  
NABE 2017 is in town. Welcome to Dallas.  We hope you enjoy this edition of the Highlands Gazette.  

 
THE 
        HIGHLANDS  

GAZETTE 

By Highlands Elementary 3rd DLE Students February   20, 2017 

 
Tell My Story- Who am I?  

 
A new direction- Puerto Rico. 
My mother assured my dad 
that everything would be 
alright. She started paper work 
to obtain a visa to work in 
Puerto Rico. She was successful 
in getting the visa. She 
embarked on a mission to 
support us. My grandma, 
Memi, came to stay with us to 
help with the kids while my 
parents worked. She was 
always there for us. I tried to 
understand the reasoning for 
my mom to be away from me, 
but in my mind it was never 
clear. I will always think of my 
mom as a hero. However, 
during those days I missed my 
mom.  Tell me your story….. 

Avery Forge 
Today at school I had to leave 
early. I left when we came 
from specials.  It took my mom 
and me about 30 minutes to 
get to where we had to go. We 
had to wait an extra 15 
minutes. I had a short day! 
 

 

              Andrea Hurtado 
Lo que yo hice hoy es ir a la escuela.  Cuando mi mama 
me recogió de la escuela, llegamos a la casa. 
Empezamos a comer, cuando terminamos de comer 
empezamos a hacer la tarea.  Cuando terminamos de 
hacer nuestra tarea miramos un rato la televisión.   
Por último, comenzamos a pintar en nuestro libro.  

Who am I?  
by Camillia Head-CHISD 
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My day was great. We started class early and started working on projects.  Then we went to the library. 
I got a Dallas Cowboys and a Tony Romo book. We switched to Mrs. Roland-Gonzalez’ class . We         

presented our projects to her.  We switched and  learned a lot more new stuff. 
                                                                                                             Andy   Solis 

 
 
 

 

 

En la mañana, yo fui a la 

escuela. Comí desayuno en 

la escuela.  Cuando 

terminamos la maestra nos 

dio trabajo que hacer.  

Después que los otros 

niños terminaron el 

desayuno hicimos 

matemáticas; hicimos 

multiplicación.  Cuando 

terminamos nos cambiamos 

otra vez.- Jessica Medina  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hoy en la escuela yo 

hice el problema del día 

de matemáticas.  

Luego, fuimos a las 

computadoras con Mrs. 

Gonzalez-Roland. 

Después de 

computadoras cambié 

clases y leí con Mrs. 

Head. Luego hice el 

DOM.-Xitlaly Ramirez 

 

 

 
 
 

Today was a good day. I 
got my allergy shots 
today. I always go on 
Wednesdays. It kind of 
depends on if my mom 
is off. After the shot, I 
get to pick a toy form 
the treasure chest, and 
a Dum Dum sucker. I 
picked a toy for me and 
a Dum Dum for my 
sister, Aly. 
-Aaron Penate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mi día empezó en 

la escuela. Con 

Mrs. Snowton, 

escribimos unas 

notas y más. 

Mientras lo 

estábamos 

haciendo tuvimos 

un practica de 

auxilios de fuego. 

Después nos 

cambiamos de 

clase. En lectura, 

escribimos notas, 

también un DOM. 

Luego nos fuimos 

a la casa. - Natalie 

Montes 

-  
  

 

 

My day was fun because we went to Six Flags 

Over Texas.  We rode the roller coaster. It 

was really fast!  We were going up and then 

we were going down. I think my heart was 

going up also!  I was in the front. I was 

holding my best friend. It was going really 

fast and it turned into a half circle. We left at 

10 pm. I got cotton candy.  The color was 

pink. At the car, my sister asked if we wanted 

to watch videos and we said “Yes!”  We 

watched the Secret Life of Pets. We skipped 

some parts. When we got home I was really 

sleepy.- Yahir Lopez 

Future Chef Winners are 3rd grade DLE- 

Travis Green 

Caron Mc Gee     Congratulations! 

Region 10 Spanish Spelling Bee 

1
st
  Grecia Caloca 

3
rd

  Laura Gonzalez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the morning, I ate 

breakfast. It was 

pancakes. Then we all 

did classwork 

together. At noon, we 

ate lunch. At lunch I 

ate a meat and cheese 

sandwich. When we 

were done, we went to 

recess. Afterwards, we 

went to gym class.  In 

gym class, we played a 

game with a soccer 

ball. After gym, we 

went home. - Jazlene 

Malone   
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I turned 5 and had to 

start kindergarten. I 

started at Waterford 

Oaks. I don’t remember 

my teacher’s name. My 

mom wanted me to be in 

the Dual Language 

Program so after the 

second week of school, I 

started at Highlands. 

Guess what? I would be 

in the same class with my 

friends, the twins.  

Travis Green 

 

I was born in the Fall, in 

the month of October. I 

am an only child. It was a 

hot day in Dallas. It was 

unexpected, because 

usually in the fall it is not 

soo hot. My mom is a very 

nice lady. My dad is a very 

nice man. I love them very 

much. I have a pet dog. 

His name is Chubster. He 

is a Pomeranian. I also 

want to one day get a Pug. 

I like Pugs because they 

are playful.  

Abriana Ortega 

 

Cielo Cerda 

 

Cielo Cerda 

Cielo Cerda 

I like Highlands Elementary 

because it has a different 

bell from the other school I 

attended. The bell here has 

a beeping sound in the 

classroom. I like my new 

friends. My best friend is 

Abril. She is a really nice 

girl. This is my story. I hope 

you enjoyed reading it.  

 

Yo nací en el verano. Fue un mes muy caliente. Tengo dos hermanos más 

grandes. Se llaman Samuel y Edwin. Son buenos hermanos. Cuando yo tenía 

cuatro años inventamos juegos, como futbol.   Tengo un perro, Klippi. Me gusta 

mucho mi perrito. A veces jugamos con el perrito. Me gusta hacer mi tarea.  

Me gusta la escuela Highlands con mis amigos.  

 

Itzel Parra 

 I learned how to spell 

and do math. My 

teacher was nice and 

kind to me. We even 

could take a nap 

during the day. That 

was fun. I played 

soccer and football, 
and this time I liked it 

a little bit. At the end 

of school, I could not 

read really good. My 

mom put me in camp 

at church. I had to go 

to tutoring. Look for 

more next month….  

 

Mrs.  Gonzalez-Roland 

 

Quiero hacer una diferencia. Quiero ayudar 

los alumnos a aprender.  Quiero oír las 

historias de cada alumno.  Quiero ser la 

maestra que ellos siempre van a recordar con 

una sonrisa. Esta es mi historia.  
 
 
 
 
 

Anthony Morales 

ROCKS 
 

Other people don’t know that I use to collect 
different kinds of rocks. I liked the different shapes. I 
dont’ really collect them now, because I do not have 
anywhere to put them.  I just have a few that I had 

collected from a long time ago.                
             

 

 

Tell My Story 
An autobiography is the life story of a person, as told by 

him or herself.  Below are a few of the autobiographies written by our DL 
students…. enjoy!!! 
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Reading & Writing Strategies with Sharon 
Snowton 

Goal: Let’s connect reading and writing to create a product, such as a 

newspaper.  You can create a school newspaper with your students also. 

Good writing! I hope other Writing teachers at Highlands will create a 

newspaper for their grade level. 

 

It is February. Where did the time go?   This month we are talking about 

“free” writing.  Free writing is when your students get the opportunity to write 

about anything that they want to write about. It is about them exploring their 

interests.  In our class, when we do “free writing”, the boys all write about 

Pokemon characters and their attack modes, while the girls all write about 

“girly” fairy tales with a handsome “prince”.  It is too cute! 

 

Free writing is important for students because they get the opportunity to do 

writing that they really want to do.  The students get the opportunity to choose 

the theme and build upon it. This is writing that I read and comment on, but, I 

do not grade. Free writing is usually in narrative form.  

 

Students may share their “free” writing with their bilingual pair partners. 

Remember, you want them to get to their FINAL DRAFT. They can even place it 

in their writing folder(s).   Remember, the final draft is the best piece of 

writing the student can do at this time.  Their bilingual pair partner can assist 

them in proof reading (revising and editing).  

 

Free writing is fun to children because they say they get to write about their 

favorite things. They can talk about their celebrations and they get to organize 

their ideas in the way they want to organize them.  One student told me he 

prefers writing “free write” because he gets to write about one thing and not 

have to write about a lot of “stuff”.   I hope this helps you with ideas on 

writing. Enjoy! 

 

 
Don’t forget ELPS- Lower the affective filter, build background knowledge, rephrase and repeat, use 

lots of visuals, model correct language, allow your students to talk- Use Think/Pair/Share and Anchor 

Charts. 
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Talking to the 3rd DLE Highlands Students- 

What makes a good friend? Explain what 

makes good friends, and give examples.                      
                                              Una buena amiga 

                                             Por  Yexalen Munoz 

 

         Yo y Kathy somos amigas porque ella es chistosa porque nos dice “chistes”.  

También porque ella es buena conmigo.  Porque me presta útiles para hacer mi 

trabajo.  También porque es divertida.  Ella hace nuevos juegos que son 

divertidos.  Por eso Kathy es mi amiga. 

 

          Yo y Daliana somos amigas porque ella es buena porque cuando no tengo 

útiles ella es otra amiga lista para ayudarme. Ella me lo presta.  Es juguetona 

cuando jugamos un juego.  

 

           Por eso nosotras somos amigas.  A mí me gusta mucho mis mejores 

amigas mucho. Ellas están aquí para mí y estoy aquí para ellas. 

 

 

                                             A Good Friend 

                                              By Tessa Stearn 

 

                There are many people in the world you might call a (friend) but a 

true friend is always there for you. My friends are Avery and Jazlene. 

                  Avery is nice. She’s nice because she cares for others. Also because 

she takes care of her friends. Avery is also very smart. She helps me in class 

sometimes. Also, her mom is a teacher. Avery is funny. She makes me laugh a 

lot. She also makes funny faces.  

                   Jazlene is fun. She comes up with good games, like “Get That Ball”. 

Jazlene is smart. She helps others. She helps me also sometimes if Avery is 

busy. Jazlene is brave. She stands up for others, also for her family and 

friends.  

  So you see having true friends is important because they care for you and you 

should to.  They will always be there and have your “back” when you need them. 
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Dear Sharon, 

Why did my dad go away when I was a 

baby? -Anonymous 

Dear Anonymous 
Sometimes dads are not ready to be dads, and so they 
go away. That is o.k.  It just means they were not where 
they needed to be in their life to do their very best for 
you as their child. You do not let that define you. You 
go forward with your life. You make sure when it is 
your time to be a parent that you are in a better place, 
so you will not go away also. Your mom is a wonderful 
woman, so always do as she asks. Know you have a 
wonderful mom.  

Dear Sharon, 

Why do I have a lot of siblings?- Anonymous 

Dear KB,  

Parents think about how many children they 

want. When they are in a “good” place in their 

relationship and financially they may decide to 

have several children.   

I have a lot of sisters. We did not have a 

brother. So, I decided when I was a girl that 

when I grew up I wanted 9 children (8 boys and 

1 girl) so we could play baseball together. It is 

my favorite sport. Well, God has a sense of 

humor. I have just the one kiddo, and others I 

call my kids, and all my students. So, I definitely 

got more than my 9 I wanted! 

 

Dear Sharon… 
 Dear Sharon, 

When can we 

wear our normal 

clothes in school, 

and not the 

school uniforms?- 

IP 

 

Dear IP- 

You have to talk 

to the Principal 

about days when 

you can wear 

regular clothes. 

Remember also, 

the school has 

certain days that 

students can wear 

regular clothes. 

Make sure you 

take advantage of 

those days, and 

wear your blue 

jeans!  Always 

listen for the 

announcements 

because Mrs. 

Garcia usually 

tells you which 

days are Jean 

Day.  

Dear Sharon, 

Why is it soo hard 

for me to do my 

work? I want to 

start, but, I can not 

get it done. Then my 

teachers are fussing 

and my parents are 

fussing at me. What 

can I do?  -IC 

 

Dear IC- 

You are going to have 

to focus, young man. 

You are a very smart 

boy and I know you 

are capable of more 

than you do. No one 

wants to “fuss” at 

you. It seems to be 

the only way to get 

your attention, Sir. 
 

Advice Column 

Dear Sharon, 

Why do we always have homework every night with writing?  You have us write even on 

the weekends. What is the point of all the writing?- Anonymous 
 

Dear Anonymous- Part of my job is to help you be the very best you can be at writing. That is 

why I require you write a personal narrative each night.  I know you will succeed! Suerte! 
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Editorial – Welcome/ Thank You 

Bienvenidos/ Gracias 
By Sharon Snowton 

 

Dear Highlands Gazette Digital Readers, 
 
               Gomez & Gomez visited Highlands. It went extremely well.  It is always good to see Mr. Gomez. He is such 
a friendly person and brings the “party” to the room. Our 3rd grade DLE did a lot of writing with creating a business. 
You should go by and see their Gallery Walk. I saw soo much writing in soo many different ways and genres. I saw 
Writing Drafts, Bill Boards, Brochures, Pamphlets, and the students made Commercials for their products. I wanted  
to make a movie, but, could not figure out how to down load to share with you our readers. The commercials turned 
out too cute! All I can say to them is KEEP UP THE GOOD WRITING!!  They are writing and running with it! Come 
by our classroom to see a copy of their PBL book. They did a great job! Caren McGee of 3rd grade DLE is 
participating in Future Chef and will prepare a spaghetti dinner with shrimp.  Travis Green will also participate in 
Future Chef with a veggie quesadilla. Yum! 
 
                  February is also African American Heritage Month.  You should see the cool display Mrs. Martinez and 
the 5th grade DLE students put at the front of our school. Have you also noticed the new windows on the outside of the 
school?  Students are learning and sharing that learning in many different ways. February 17th will be Teacher’s 
Professional Development Day, so no school for our students. Enjoy your day off. (Of course, I will still expect the 
homework to be brought in on Monday.) 
 
               February 22, 2017 brings NABE (National Association of Bilingual Education) to Dallas this year!  I get the 
opportunity to do two presentations on February 23rd.  I will present Cuban Children’s Stories and Inference- More 
Than Just A Thought. I want to thank Laura Garcia and her mother for sharing the beautiful country of Cuba with me.  
I am very excited about these presentations. Enjoy! 
 

 
Queridos lectores digitales  de Highlands Gazette, 
 
                Gomez y Gomez ya visitaron a Highlands. Nos fue muy bien. Siempre es bueno  ver al Sr. Gomez. El es muy 
amable y se trae la „fiesta” en el aula.  Nuestros alumnos de tercer grado hicieron muchas escrituras para crear un 
negocio. Necesitan  visitar la Gallery Walk. Vi muchas escrituras de muchos tipos y generos. Vi el borrador, los 
anuncios de carretera (bill boards), folletos, y los alumnos ya hicieron comerciales de sus productos.  Yo queria hacer 
una pelicula , pero, no se como bajarla para nuestros lectores. Los comerciales eran muy bonitos. La unica cosa que 
yo puedo decir es continua con las buenas escrituras.  Ellos estan escribiendo y estan emocianados con la escritura. 
Vengan a nuestro salon para ver una copia del libro PBL. ¡Lo hicieron muy bien!  
Caron Mc Gee de tercer grado va a participar en el Concurso de Futuro Cocinero, y va a preparar esphagheti con 
camarones. Travis Green de tercer grado va a participar en el Concurso de Futuro Cocinero con quesadilla de 
vegetales.  !Yum! 
 
                 El mes de febrero es tambien el mes que celebramos la cultura Afro-Americana. Necesitas ver el display de 
Sra. Martinez y los alumnos de ella. Es muy increible.   Vieron  las ventanas nuevas en frente de la escuela?  Los 
alumnos estan aprendiendo y compartiendo el aprendizaje. El 17 de febrero no hay escuela por que es dia de 
desarollo profesional para los maestros. No hay escuela para los alumnos, pero van a tener tarea de escritura. 
 
                  El dia 22 de febrero, 2017 nos visita NABE (La asociacion nacional de los maestros bilingues) a Dallas, y voy 
a presentar dos presentaciones.  Voy a hacer Los cuentos infantiles de Cuba  e Inferencia- Mas que un pensamiento. 
Quiero decir „gracias” a Laura Garcia y  a su madre por compartir el pais maravilloso de Cuba conmigo. Estoy muy 
entusiasmada  de poder  hacer estas presentaciones. Disfruten. 
 
                  


